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History 399:

Readings in the History of Homosexuality

Spring Semester 2010

Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 P.M.
Michael Blasingame

Alexis Dyschkant

Lucas McKeever

Mark Micale

Liam Reed

Liz Santoria

I)  January 21

Preliminary Meeting

II)  March 3

Religion and Homosexuality in History:
Crompton, Louis, Homosexuality and Civilization (2003), especially chapters 1-10, pp. 1-320.

Reed, Liam, “From the United States to Uganda:  The History of the Ex-Gay Movement and Its Influence on the Modern World” (2009). 

Films:  Jihad for Love; Jesus Camp
III)  February 17

Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality:



Chauncey, George, "From Sexual Inversion to Homosexuality: Medicine and the Changing Conceptualization of Female Deviance," Salmagundi (1982-1983), 114-146.  



Terry, Jennifer, "Lesbians under the Medical Gaze: Scientists Search for Remarkable Differences," Journal of Sex Research, 27 (1990), 317-339.



Somerville, Siobhan, "Scientific Racism and the Emergence of the Homosexual Body," Journal of the History of Sexuality, 5 (1994), 243-266. 

Terry, Jennifer, An American Obsession:  Science, Medicine, and Homosexuality in Modern Society (1999).

Duberman, Martin, Cures: A Gay Man’s Odyssey (1992).

Films:  Kinsey, starring Liam Neeson, Laura Linney, and Chirstopher O’Donnell (2004); Radio broadcast:  “One Hundred Words,” This American Life (2001), a radio documentary about the removal of homosexuality from the official list of psychopathologies by the American Psychiatric Association.

IV)  March 3

Homosexuality and the Country:
Fellows, Will, Farm Boys:  Lives of Gay Men from the Rural Midwest (1996).

Gray, Mary L., Out in the Country:  Youth, Media, and Queer Visibility in Rural America (2009).

Films:  Small Town Gay Bar; Brokeback Mountain, starring Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal, directed by Ang Lee (2005).
V)  March 17

Homosexuality under the German Third Reich:

Plant, Richard, Pink Triangle:  The Nazi War against Homosexuals (1988). 

“The Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals, 1933-1945,” Exhibition at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Winter, 2003.  Online catalogue.

Heinz Heger, The Men with the Pink Triangle (1980).

Lively, Scott and Kevin Abrams, The Pink Swastika:  Homosexuality in the Nazi Party, second edition (1996). 

Gunter Grau, ed., Hidden Holocaust?  Gay and Lesbian Persecution in Germany 1933-45 (1993).   

Film:  Paragraph 175, (a documentary film about the paragraph in the German penal code against homosexuals), starring Rupert Everett (2002); Bent (originally a play, this is the story of two gay men in a holocaust prison camp).
Spring break
VI)  April 7

Homosexuality, Race, and Ethnicity:
Johnson, E. Patrick, Sweet Tea:  Black Gay Men of the South (2008).

Vogel, Shane, The Scene of Harlem Cabaret:  Race, Sexuality, Performance (2009).
Jones, Ryan, Dissertation prospectus, Department of History UIUC, dissertation in progress on the gay community in Mexico City since 1950.

Green, James N., Beyond Carnival:  Male Homosexuality in Twentieth-Century Brazil (1999). 
Bejel, Emilio, Gay Cuban Nation (2001), chapters 1, 2, and 5.   

Bao, Daniel, “Invertidos Sexuales, Tortilleras, and Maricas Machos:  The Construction of Homosexualaity in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1900-1950,” in De Cecco, John P. and Elia, John P., eds., If You Seduce a Straight Person, Can You Make Them Straight:  Issues in Biological Essentialism Versus Social Constructionism in Gay and Lesbian Identities (1993), chap. XXX. 
Films: Rabioso Sol, Rabioso Cielo (Raging Sun, Raging Sky; 2009);  Strawberry and Chocolate (1995).
VII)  April 21

Homosexuality, Class, Nationality, and Identity: 
Crompton, Homosexuality and Civilization, chapter 13

Watanabe, Tsuneo and Iwata, Jun-ichi, The Love of the Samurai:  A Thousand Years of Japanese Homosexuality (1989).
McLelland, Mark, Queer Japan from the Pacific War to the Internet Age (2005).
Leupp, Gary, Male Colors:  The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan (1997).

Pflugfelder, Gergory, Cartographies of Desire:  Male-Male Sexuality in Japanese Discourse, 1600-1950 (2000).

McRuer, Robert, Crip Theory:  Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability (2006). 

More readings on disability

Films:  My Beautiful Laundrette, starring Daniel Day Lewis and Saeed Jaffrey (1986);
Freaks, Directed by Todd Browning (1932).
VIII)  May 5
Epilogue:  The History of the Present
Griffin, Sean, Tinker Belles and Evil Queens:  The Walt Disney Company from the Inside Out (1999).
O’Riordan, Kate and David J. Philips, eds., Queer Online:  Media Technology and Sexuality (2007).

Films and Documentaries:  Party Monster
Readings on Twitter, Proposition 8, gay marriage debates, and other contemporary issues

Select dating websites

May 12

Annotated bibliographies due
Other weeks and topics:  in classical times; in the Italian Renaissance (Michael Rocke’s book); in the Middle Ages; the story of Oscar Wilde; in 1950s America (Lavendar Scare); gay New York (Chauncey); new book on Gay Berlin
